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LECTURE 
Playing with Pixels: Find Inspiration Using Photo Editing Apps 

Length of Lecture: 50 minutes – 1 hour 
Skill Level: ALL 

MJ Kinman, maker of giant gem quilts, will share 
one of her favorite ways to find inspiration for new 
work or a new series – playing with images in a 
photo editing app. These apps allow you to 
manipulate images in infinite ways, transforming 
them into intriguing ideas for new work. 

MJ will show specific examples of the process she 
has used to create new mock-ups of current and 
future work. 

 
Additionally, students will learn more than 20 different ways to manipulate images 
to create fascinating designs. For example: 

• Want to turn a ruby into an emerald? MJ will show you the tool to use. 
• Boost the saturation of an image to make your image glow. 
• Add a gentle curve or tight twist to your image. 
• Pixelate your image into squares or triangles of different sizes. 
• Slice your image into segments horizontally, vertically, or both. 
• Create an infinite variety of kaleidoscopic images. (Caution: this is 

addictive!) 
• Melt your image into waves of color. 
• Tilt an image backwards, forwards, or side to side to add perspective. 
• ….and more! 

Instructor Contact Information: 

MJ Kinman, 709 Fairhill Drive, Louisville, KY 40207 
Cell Phone/Text (Eastern Time Zone): 502-287-3034 
Email: mjkinman709@gmail.com 
Website: https://www.mjkinman.com 
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